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Arizona Substance Abuse Partnership

Thursday, May 6, 2021

Adult Probation Services Overview
Edward Gilligan
Director, Adult Probation Services 
Administrative Office of the Courts

• Purpose   
• Assist in reducing the incidence and impact of crime by probationers in the 

community

• Duties

• Conduct presentence investigations of individuals to be sentenced in the 
Superior Court

• Exercise general supervision and observation over persons under suspended 
sentence, subject to control and direction by the court

• Serve warrants, make arrests and bring persons before the court who are 
under suspended sentence

The Basics of Adult Probation Work
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Arizona’s Adult Probation Population FY20

• 50,739 persons under direct supervision
• 2,846 IPS (Supervised at 25:2 or 15:1)

• 47,892 Standard (Supervised at an average of 65:1)

• 34,449 additional persons 

• 15,359 awaiting release from prison

• 11,919 on warrant status

• 3091 unsupervised

• Population has been increasing steadily for more than a decade

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics - Probation and Parole in the United States, 2016

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics - Probation and Parole in the United States, 2016
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• Use validated assessment instruments

• Focus on moderate to high-risk individuals

• Target dynamic risk factors (factors that led to criminality)

• Individualize services

• Use cognitive and behavioral strategies to drive behavior change

• Focus on correction and control

Evidence-Based Supervision 
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• Problem Solving Courts
• 12 adult drug court programs in Superior Court

• Mental health courts, veteran’s courts, and DUI courts are also supported
• Most of the participants reside in urban areas

• Residential treatment caseloads

• Integrated service centers

• Drug Treatment Education Fund (DTEF)
• More than 4,000 probationers receive financial assistance for treatment each year

Specialized Services Improve Outcomes for 
Those with Substance Use Disorders

• Almost all probationers under supervision are drug tested

• Urinalysis is most common

• Saliva testing and sweat patches are also used

• Cost of testing is increasing

• Positivity rate is generally between 8 and 14%

• Rate varies by caseload and area

• Methamphetamine, opioids, and marijuana are most frequently detected

Monitoring for Drug Use

• Recreational Marijuana 
• Increase intrinsic motivation to change
• Focus on treatment and natural consequences

• Criminal Justice Reform

• Public’s need for information
• Enhance scope of reported statistics

• Establish performance measures
• Transparently report outcomes

• Conditions of Probation

Shifting Sand
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Adult Probation Services Overview
Edward Gilligan, Director of Adult Probation Services 

Arizona Supreme Court
Administrative Office of the Courts

Feel free to contact me using the links below

mailto:egilligan@courts.az.gov

