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Arizona Threat



85% Top Five Drug Threat
• 50% 3rd or 4th Greatest Drug Threat

THC infused vape cartridges are highly available 
throughout the state, as reported by 59% 

of HIDTA Initiatives, up from 38% last year. 



Violence



Violent Crime

20% of Survey 
respondents reported 
illicit marijuana as one 

of the top violent 
crime threats

87% listed vape 
cartridges and illicit 

marijuana as the most 
common drug for 
underage users. 









Other Youth Investigations   

Teens as young as 15 involved in violence  

Shootings happening during sales/transactions

Shootings occur in parks at homes and in residential areas 

Social media used in cases to set up sales



www.thenmi.org

Early Onset of Cannabis Use and 
Violent Behavior in Psychosis

Moulin V et al. . European Psychiatry. 2020; 63(1): e78, 1–8
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• Data were collected prospectively over a 36-month period in the context of 
an early psychosis cohort study. A total of 265 patients, aged 18–35 years, 
were included in the study. Logistic regression was performed to assess the 
link between age of onset of substance use and VB. Results: Among the 
265 patients, 72 had displayed VB and 193 had not. While violent patients 
began using cannabis on average at age 15.29 (0.45), nonviolent patients 
had started on average at age 16.97 (0.35) (p = 0.004). Early-onset CU (up 
to age 15) was a risk factor for VB (odds ratio = 4.47, confidence interval 
[CI]: 1.13–20.06) when the model was adjusted for age group, other types 
of substance use, being a user or a nonuser and various violence risk 
factors and covariates. History of violence and early CU (until 15) were the 
two main risk factors for VB. Conclusions: Our results suggest that early-
onset CU may play a role in the emergence of VB in early psychosis.

Moulin V et al. . European Psychiatry. 2020; 63(1): e78, 1–8
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Early Onset of Cannabis Use and Violent Behavior in Psychosis

• Data collected prospectively over 36-month period
• Context of early psychosis cohort study
• 265 patients: 18–35 years old 

• Logistic regression performed to assess link between age of onset of substance use & VB 
• Results of 265 patients: 72 displayed VB/193 had not 
• Violent patients began using cannabis average age: 15.29 years (0.45)
• Nonviolent patients started on avg age 16.97 years (0.35) (p = 0.004) 
• Early-onset CU (up to age 15) was risk factor for VB: Odds Ratio = 4.47  CI: 1.13–20.06 

• adjusted for age group, other types of substance use, being user or nonuser & various violence risk factors & covariates
• History of violence & early CU (until 15) were the two main risk factors for VB 
• Conclusions: Results suggest early-onset CU may play a role in emergence of VB in early psychosis

CU: Cannabis Use    VB: Violent Behavior

Moulin V et al. . European Psychiatry. 2020; 63(1): e78, 1–8



THC Product Potency



Arizona Youth and Risky Behavior
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Arizona Youth and Risky Behavior
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Other findings

• 1 out of 5 8th grade regular marijuana users were picked on or bullied 
4+ in the past year vs. 1 out of 10 for non-users

• Regular Marijuana users in 8th grade more likely to pick on or bully 
someone else 4+ times a year than non-users (12.7% vs. 2.9%)

• 18% of non-users said their brothers or sisters ever smoked marijuana 
compared with 68.8% of regular users

• 40% of non-users said they would be arrested if caught smoking 
marijuana vs. 15% of regular users

• 22.8% of regular users received mostly D’s and F’s versus 14.5% of 
non-users



Other findings



Health Consequences











Why Using?
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Percentage of Sources for Marijuana: Recent User 
30-Day  

• Friends 57.5%
• Drug Dealer 25.7%
• Family/Relatives 21.9%
• Other 24%
• Parties 20.5% 
• School 19.8%
• Dispensary AZ 16.8% 

• Someone with a Medical 
Marijuana Card 15.4%

• Home 12.5%
• Over the Internet 7.7%
• Dispensary Outside AZ 4.6% 



Public Health: Substance Exposed Newborns Program



Marijuana Poison Exposure Calls 



Considerations for the Group
Study the possible link between Arizona youth marijuana use, violence and health 
outcomes. If possible, detail concentrate use vs. flower vs. edibles.

Discuss if there should be limits on THC in marijuana products

Enforce ID policies and strictly enforce 21+ only on sales of marijuana

Educate parents and youth on marijuana risks and harms as well as properly storing 
marijuana and not supplying/providing marijuana to those under 21. 

Ban advertising on marijuana related products



Thank you 
Shelly Mowrey – AZ HIDTA

Smowrey@azhidta.org
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