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Arizona Department of 

Juvenile Corrections 

Dually 

Adjudicated Youth
Working collaboratively for 
youth



No one can whistle a 
symphony. It takes a whole 

orchestra to play it.
—H.E. 

Luccock



The story you are about to hear 

is mostly true. Some minor 

details, the name, and the face 

of the young man have been 

changed to protect his identity.



Meet 

CJ



Who is C J and what 
happened to him?

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Ward of the State of 
Arizona

● CJ is a young man who came 

into the DCS system of care 

at 9 years old after neglect 

and severe physical, verbal, 

and sexual abuse.

● The abuse came to light 

when he began acting out 

in school.

● Between the ages of 9 and 

14 he lived in numerous 

kinship and group home 

placements where he 

continued to act out.



C J’s path 
through 

the justice 
systems

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Ward of the State of 
Arizona

Remanded to Adobe due 

to delinquent 

behavior

Arizona 

Department of 

Juvenile 

Corrections

● He was placed at Adobe at 

14 years old.

● His behavior at ADJC continued 

to escalate with numerous 

assaults on both his peers and 

staff.

● He was charged as an adult 

in these assaults and spent 

several years in the Lower 

Buckeye Jail awaiting trial.

● He underwent 5 rule 11 

evaluations over the course 

of several years while at LBJ.

● He was eventually found not 

competent and not 

restorable.



Caring for C J

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care & Valleywise

Inpatient 

psychiatric 

treatment

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Reviewed case regularly 

to

coordinate care

Led 

weekly

Arizona 

Department ofJuvenile Corrections multidisciplinary 

meetings

● It became clear after visiting CJ at LBJ and reviewing the 

records that CJ was in need of inpatient psychiatric 

stabilization.

● AHCCCS, MercyCare and Valleywise worked together to admit 

him into the inpatient treatment program.

● He was floridly psychotic and refused medication.

● ADJC petitioned the court for an evaluation for Court 

Ordered Medication.

● The petition was granted and an order was made for court 

ordered medication.



Caring for C J

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care & Valleywise

Inpatient 

psychiatric 

treatment

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Reviewed case regularly 

to

coordinate care

Led 

weekly

Arizona 

Department ofJuvenile Corrections multidisciplinary 

meetings

● Prior to treatment with medication, CJ was adamant that he was 18 and was 

going home. When asked what his plans were he said he had it all figured out, he 

just needed to be released.

● ADJC clinical staff visited him daily and over the course of several weeks he 

came to realize that he was not 18 and that he was going to be in a placement 

until he was 18.

● He finally agreed to give Adobe another try.

● On release day from Valleywise, he hugged his parole officer and was looking 

forward to returning to Adobe.



Caring for C J

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care & Valleywise

Helped 

facilitate 

assessments

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Reviewed case regularly 

to

coordinate care

Led 

weekly

Arizona 

Department ofJuvenile Corrections multidisciplinary 

meetings

● CJ returned to Adobe and entered a psychiatric treatment program that was 

developed specifically for him.

● Weekly multidisciplinary team meetings were held to quickly address his needs 

and provide new opportunities for his growth and development.

● A full neuropsychological evaluation was done to assess his abilities and 

determine what community services would be needed to prevent him from 

falling through the cracks and perhaps ending up in the adult correctional 

system.



Caring for C J

● At 17.5 years of age he was assessed for SMI services by 

Crisis Preparation and Recovery.

● The team continued planning for his release on his 

18th birthday.

Crisis Preparation 

and

Recovery
SMI Evaluation

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care & Valleywise

Helped 

facilitate 

assessments

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Reviewed case regularly 

to

coordinate care

Led 

weekly

Arizona 

Department ofJuvenile Corrections multidisciplinary 

meetings



Planning with C J

Crisis Preparation 

and

Recovery
SMI Evaluation

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care

Worked on transition 

plan and coordinated 

FACT Team

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Reviewed case regularly 

to

coordinate care

Led 

weekly

Arizona 

Department ofJuvenile Corrections multidisciplinary 

meetings

Communi

ty 

Bridges
Organized FACT

team services

● CJ made it clear he hoped to live in an APARTMENT, not a group home!

● Because continued to have difficulty feeling comfortable around others

and was easily overwhelmed, it was determined the he needed a 1:1

community placement.



Planning with C J

Crisis Preparation 

and

Recovery
SMI Evaluation

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care

Worked on transition 

plan and coordinated 

FACT Team

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Reviewed case regularly 

to

coordinate care

Led 

weekly

Arizona 

Department ofJuvenile Corrections multidisciplinary 

meetings

Communi

ty 

Bridges
Organized FACT

team services

● AHCCCS brought Community Bridges into the mix for FACT services and 

to help with housing.

● CJ realized that he would need help once he returned to the community.

● He agreed to SMI services and the appointment of a guardian.



Planning with C J

COPA

Set up 24/7 staff 

to be in CJ’s 

apartmentArizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Started collecting household

items for CJ’s apartment.
Led 

multidisciplina

ry team 

meetings

Arizona 

Department of 

Juvenile 

Corrections

Crisis Preparation 

and

Recovery
SMI Evaluation

Communi

ty 

Bridges
Organized FACT

team services

● COPA Health was engaged by AHCCCS to provide 24/7 

staffing and to help set up housing.

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care

Worked on transition 

plan and coordinated 

FACT Team



Planning with C J  

Arizona 

Department 

of Child 

Safety
Started collecting household

items for CJ’s apartment.
Led 

multidisciplina

ry team 

meetings

Arizona 

Department of 

Juvenile 

Corrections

Crisis Preparation 

and

Recovery
SMI Evaluation

Public 

Fiduciary

CJ’s attorney petitioned 

the court to assign a 

fiduciary

COPA

Set up 24/7 staff 

to be in CJ’s 

apartment

Communi

ty 

Bridges
Organized FACT

team services

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care

Worked on transition 

plan and coordinated 

FACT Team



Planning with C J

Remanded to Adobe due 

to delinquent 

behavior

Arizona 

Department of 

Juvenile 

Corrections

COPA

Set up 24/7 staff 

to be in CJ’s 

apartment

Communi

ty 

Bridges
Organized FACT

team services

Lifewell

Set up CJ’s 

apartment 

with HomInc.

Public Fiduciary

CJ’s attorney petitioned the court 

to assign a fiduciary

Crisis Preparation 
and

Recovery
SMI Evaluation

Arizona 
Department of 
Child Safety

Started collecting household 

items for CJ’s apartment.

AHCCCS/Mercy 

Care

Worked on transition 

plan and coordinated 

FACT Team



Planning with C J

Remanded to Adobe due 

to delinquent 

behavior

Arizona 

Department of 

Juvenile 

Corrections

COPA

Set up 24/7 staff 

to be in CJ 

apartment

AHCCCS/MercyCa

re

Worked on transition 

plan and coordinated 

FACT Team

Bridges
Organized FACT

team services

Lifewell

Set up CJ’s 

apartment 

with HomInc.

Public Fiduciary

CJ’s attorney petitioned the 
court to assign a fiduciary

Crisis Preparation 
and

Recovery
SMI Evaluation

Arizona 
Department of 
Child Safety

Started collecting household

items for CJ’s apartment.

HomInc.

Organized the 

funding and 

prepared th 

lease.

Communi

ty



Executing the Plan

● About a week before his release, CJ was taken for a furlough to 

prepare him for the big changes ahead.

● His DCS young adult caseworker provided his birth certificate and 

social security card so he could visit the ADOT MVD to get a state ID.

● He met his Community Bridges FACT team.

● COPA staff met us at HOMInc., so CJ could learn the rules about his 

new living environment.

● Finally, he was able to visit the apartment he heard so much about in 

our planning meetings.

● He LOVED it!

● We took pictures for him and he repeatedly asked staff to share 

the pictures with other staff. He was so excited.



Celebrating C J



CJ’s 18th 

Birthday
● CJ left Adobe on his 18th birthday.

● He arrived to an apartment that was furnished 

by DCS and other generous donors.

● He was accompanied by his ADJC primary staff 

and psychologist to his apartment.

● He met his 1:1 staff member from COPA.

● His guardian met him at his apartment so 

his lease could be signed.

● His DCS caseworker also met him at the 

apartment and helped him unpack the boxes 

full of housewares.

● She also helped him apply for food stamps 

and got him his first cell phone.

● ADJC clinical staff worked with CJ and his 

new team for 30 days to insure a smooth 

transition.



CJ’s 

Progress
● CJ continues to have 1:1 staff through COPA

and is frequently visited by his FACT team.

● CJ stays in touch with some ADJC staff and

calls in from time to time to share

how he is doing.

● He began working part time with COPA

doing light office cleaning.

● He enjoys regular community outings with

his 1:1 staff member.

● He is back in communication with a step 

parent that was once a safe person in his life.

● Due to all the support and resources provided, 

CJ is the happiest and most content he has 

ever been.



When we put our 
resources and heads 

together…
—GOOD THINGS 

HAPPEN!



Arizona Substance Abuse 

Partnership

Addressing Trauma Through Traditional Methodologies 

Maciel Moreno

Maria Alvidrez



AMISTADES, INC.
MISSION STATEMENT

Amistades is a Latino-led, Latino-serving 
non-profit committed to race and equity 
issues in Southern Arizona through the 
provision of culturally responsive services, 
advocacy for social justice, and community 
empowerment.

VISION STATEMENT

Amistades envisions empowered 
communities that inspire cultural 
preservation, racial equity, and self-
sufficiency.



Amistades uses a culturally rooted 
intergenerational family approach to working 

with Latinos and prioritizes addressing 
immediate issues, while simultaneously 

leading efforts that alter false narratives 
about communities of color and develop 

system-focused strategies that eliminate or 
change the conditions that perpetuate 

inequities.

Muralist Ignacio Garcia, “ La Mujer Emporerada,” 
Tucson, AZ 



The approach that guides Amistades 
work is centered on restoring individuals, 
families, and communities’ humanity and 
dignity. We approach this work through a 
race equity lens which seeks to develop 

interventions that are intended to 
address the internalization of trauma. We 

utilize strategies that reconnect and 
uplift cultural assets that exist in 

communities of color. Our approach 
works with systems to change conditions 
that lead to disparities and other negative 

life outcomes.

OUR 
APPROACH TO 
RACE EQUITY

Muralist Jessica Gonzales, Tucson, 
Az 



OUR COMMUNITY 
WORK 

CHICANO HISTORY 
TEACHINGS 

COMMUNITY-CENTERED 
HEALING PRACTICES 

INTERGENERATIONAL 
EDUCATION 

LATINO BEST 
PRACTICES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

SUBSTANCE MISUSE 
PREVENTION

Cristina Cardenas, Melody Peters, Untitled, 
1994



OUR 
PROGRAMS



LATINO 
FOCUSED 
PROGRAMS

• FAMILIA ADELANTE, PARENTS AND YOUTH 10 TO 14 YEARS OLD:

• 7 Sessions
• The program addresses language and culture as valuable skills and 

strengthens confidence and empowerment.

• EL RENACIMIENTO, YOUTH IN MIDDLE SCHOOL:
• 7 Sessions

• The overall goal of the project is for the youth to overcome the effects of 
systemic and historical trauma linked to discrimination, oppression, 
dehumanization, and prolonged exposure to violence, poverty, and other 
forms of toxic stress. 

• CARAS DE ESPERANZA, YOUTH IN MIDDLE SCHOOL:

• 9 Sessions

• Focus on educating and preventing the use of prescription medications, 
opioids, and psychostimulants. The goal of the program is to reduce and 
change the culture of substance misuse among Latino Youth. Program staff 
utilizes the Razalogía Community Outreach Framework, Jerry Tello’s Finding 
Your Sacred Purpose, HIDTA 360 toolkits, and trauma-informed care to 
empower youth to make changes to their community. 



LATINO 
FOCUSED 
PROGRAMS

• POR VIDA, YOUTH AND ADULTS FROM 13 TO 24 YEARS 
OLD:

• Seeks to improve services for those at highest risk of 
HIV and substance use disorders and implements a 
navigation approach: community health workers, 
neighborhood navigators, and peer support specialists. 
Youth engagement and adult participation are 
established through educational sessions that utilize:

• Cuidate! (6 Sessions)
• Thrive (9 Sessions)

• PADRES COMPROMETIDOS, FOR PARENTS WITH MIDDLE 
SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS:

• 7 Sessions
• Builds the capacity of Latino parents to acquire the skills 

they need to effectively engage with schools and play a 
leading role in preparing their children for college. The 
program addresses language and culture as valuable 
skills and strengthens confidence and empowerment.



QUESTIONS
?

Mel Dominguez, Dancers Mural, 
2020



Thank 
youFor more information, please visit 

our website: www.amistades.org



Arizona Substance Abuse 

Partnership

Arizona Opioid Litigation Settlement 

Leslie Cooper



Arizona Opioid Settlement 
Update 

December 2023

Consumer Protection & Advocacy Section
Civil Litigation Division
ARIZONA ATTORNEY GENERAL KRIS MAYES



What’s Next

OUTLINE

STATUS OF OPIOID 

SETTLEMENTS

One Arizona Agreement & 

Reporting



STATUS OF OPIOID SETTLEMENTS



• Distributors and J&J
– As of June 30, 2023, Distributors’ payments 1&2 have 

been distributed and Janssen payments 1,2&3 have 
been distributed 

• Mallinckrodt
– MNK has made two payments
– Due to the filing of the second bankruptcy, no further 

payments are expected

• Pharmacies (CVS, Walgreens, & Walmart)
– Originally expected by the end of 2023, likely to move 

into 2024

• Teva & Allergan
– Originally expected by the end of 2023, likely to move 

into 2024

STATUS OF OPIOID SETTLEMENTS 



• Purdue Pharma (makers of Oxycontin)- tentative 
settlement may result in over $10 billion to states 
(including $6 billion from Sackler family) 
– Pending US Supreme Court decision re: release of 

Sackler family

• Endo International- confirmation of a new plan 
tentatively expected by end of 2023 

• Kroger Pharmacy- agreement in principle reached, 
settlement terms are being discussed

• Other opioids cases in the works
– Rite Aid, Publicis, Albertson’s, Safeway, Costco, & 

Target

OTHER OPIOID CASES



ONE ARIZONA AGREEMENT



• Settlement Allocation: 
– State Share 44% of total 

– Local Government Share 56% of total 

• All 91 cities and towns and all 15 counties 
agreed to the One Arizona Agreement

• Counties, cities, and towns have autonomy 
on spending their allocated funds, and may 
pool resources

ONE ARIZONA AGREEMENT 



• After local governments pay attorneys’ fees out of 
their share, all funds must be used to combat the 
opioid crisis per the One Arizona Agreement

• Funds must be used to ameliorate and educate 
about the opioid crisis in the future, and cannot be 
used to cover past expenses or unrelated issues

• Approved uses include: 
– Expenses related to treatment of opioid use disorder 

– Support for people in treatment and recovery 

– Support for people who have opioid use disorder or are 
at risk for developing it 

ONE ARIZONA AGREEMENT CONT.



REPORTING



• State Funds as of June 30, 2023:  $35,726,611.06
– Total amount awarded as of June 30, 2023:  $5,000,000

• Grant funding awarded to non-profits, for-profit organizations, faith-based 
organizations, and community coalitions for purposes of mitigating the 
opioid crisis.

• Grant recipients for FY23 include: Phoenix Rescue Mission, Southwest 
Behavioral Health Services INC, Graham County Substance Abuse 
Coalition,… 

– Opioid Abatement Funding RFGA for $11,500,000 closed on 
November 30, 2023 
• Grant funding to be distributed to Arizona counties that established a 

coordinated reentry planning services program within a county jail 
intended to support the successful reentry into society of criminal-justice-
involved individuals suffering from Opioid Use Disorder or any co-
occurring Substance Use Disorder or Mental Health conditions. 

• Region Funds as of June 30, 2023: $34,169,825.27

First Year Reporting



• One Arizona Agreement gives State, Counties, Cities 
and Towns ability to spend opioids settlement funds 
where they are needed
– Regions report on behalf of their Cities and Towns

• Region reports due to AGO by July 31st of each year
– All 15 Regions reported in a timely fashion

• State reports Regional spending and its own 
Spending by September 30 of each year.

• AGO is taking feedback on reporting spreadsheet 
and working on rolling out a new version

Annual Reporting (One Arizona Plan, Section F)



Annual Reporting (One Arizona Plan, 
Section F)

https://www.azag.gov/sites/default/files/docs/consumer/opioids/093023%20region

%20distribution%20and%20expenditures.xlsx

https://www.azag.gov/sites/default/files/docs/consumer/opioids/093023 region distribution and expenditures.xlsx


AGO WEBSITE



• Source of information about the AGO’s 
efforts to address the opioid crisis in Arizona 
that includes:

– Information about amounts paid to the State 
and the State’s spending

– Information about amounts paid to the Regions 
and the Regions’ spending 

AGO WEBSITE



AGO’s State Distribution Dashboard

https://www.azag.gov/issues/opioids/one-arizona-

agreement/state

https://www.azag.gov/issues/opioids/one-arizona-agreement/state


AGO’s Region Distribution Dashboard

https://www.azag.gov/issues/opioids/one-arizona-

agreement/regions

https://www.azag.gov/issues/opioids/one-arizona-agreement/regions


AGO’s Community Outreach Materials

https://www.azag.gov/issues/opioideducation

• Available for presentations

• Drug Awareness

• Naloxone training (may be able to provide Naloxone to facilities that receive 

training)

Courtney Bennett, Director of Outreach& Education 

602-364-0591

Courtney.Bennett@azag.gov

https://www.azag.gov/issues/opioideducation
mailto:Courtney.Bennett@azag.gov


TEVA: NALOXONE



• In addition to the monetary component of 
Teva settlement, states could elect to accept 
either an allocated share of product (generic 
nasal naloxone spray) or a cash conversion 
payment 

• The AG elected to receive product (27,721 
naloxone kits annually for ten years) 

– Working with ADHS to identify areas of greatest 
need

TEVA: NALOXONE



WHAT’S NEXT



• Continued Naloxone distribution.

• Continued payments from defendants who have 
already settled.

• Additional settlements with smaller pharmacies.

• Resolution of matters in bankruptcy.

• Continued compliance with annual reporting 
obligations by State and Counties, Cities and Towns.

• AGO continues to meet with knowledgeable parties 
and stake holders as it develops a plan that takes 
into account the demonstrated needs and the 
available resources.

WHAT’S NEXT



Leslie Kyman Cooper, Division Chief Counsel 

602-542-8312

Leslie.Cooper@azag.gov

Jane Fallon, Assistant Attorney General

602-542-7972

Jane.Fallon@azag.gov

Shayla Lam, Pre-Law Legal Assistant

602-542-1516

Shayla.Lam@azag.gov

mailto:Leslie.Cooper@azag.gov
mailto:Jane.Fallon@azag.gov
mailto:Shayla.Lam@azag.gov


Arizona Substance Abuse 

Partnership

Epidemiology Workgroup Dashboards

Dr. Marisa Domino
Matthew Bileski



Arizona Substance Abuse 

Partnership

Arizona Prevention Workgroup Updates

Merilee Fowler



Arizona Prevention Workgroup - ASAP

Focus: Stopping substance use before it starts

Prevention is better than the cure!

To advocate for youth, primary prevention in 
Arizona

To investigate evidenced based and evidenced 
informed prevention strategies

To support the expansion of substance use 
prevention coalitions in Arizona.



Expansion of Substance Use Prevention Coalitions in Arizona

Funding through State Opioid Response 
Grant

Identified desert areas 

Focus on Maricopa County

Application process

Mentor coalitions, Drug Demand 
Reduction and Outreach Team, AZ HIDTA



Create coalition, build capacity, implementation of strategies

Representation from 12 community sectors

Create and implement components of the 
Strategic Prevention Framework of 
prevention

Assistance to apply for Drug Free 
Communities grant – 10 years of funding 
through Center for Disease Control (CDC)

Implement the SACLAz toolkit in the 
coalition service area.









Coalition expansion efforts are continuing!

Avondale, Tolleson, Goodyear

City of Scottsdale

Colorado City



What’s next:  Arizona Prevention Workgroup

National Guard:

Coalition map with zip codes. 

Recruitment of new members.

Suggestions and or requests from 
ASAP members?

Thank you!


